
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS - WHEN REQUIRED
 

5:23-2.14 Construction permits - when required 

(a) It shall be unlawful to construct, enlarge, repair, renovate, alter, reconstruct or 
demolish a structure, or change the use of a building or structure, or portion thereof, or to install 
or alter any equipment for which provision is made or the installation ofwhich is regulated by 
this chapter, or to undertake a project involving lead abatement in accordance with NJ.A.C. 
5: 17, without first filing an application with the construction official, or the appropriate subcode 
official where the construction involves only one subcode, in writing and obtaining the required 
permit therefor. 

1. Notwithstanding any provision of (b) below to the contrary, a permit shall be 
required for any work to abate violations cited in a Notice of Violation and Order to Terminate 
(F213) issued after a certificate ofoccupancy has been issued. 

(b) The following are exceptions from (a) above: 

1. Ordinary maintenance as defined in N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.7 shall not require a permit or 
notice to the enforcing agency; 

2. Minor work as defined by NJ.A.C. 5:23-2.17A shall require a permit. However, 
work may proceed, upon notice to the enforcing agency, before the permit is issued~ 

3. Emergency work not involving lead abatement, except that a permit shall be 
applied for or notice given as soon thereafter as is practicable, but not later than 72 hours 
thereafter. 

4. Exceptions to permit requirements for temporary structures, tents, tensioned 
membrane structures, canopies, and greenhouses are as follows: 

1. Temporary structures: A construction permit is not required for the erection, 
operation or maintenance of any temporary structures (excluding tents, tensioned 
membrane structures, canopies, and greenhouses) covering an area less than 120 square 
feet, including all connecting areas or spaces with a common means of egress or entrance 
and which remain in place for less than 180 days~ 

ii. Tents, tensioned membrane structures, and canopies: A construction permit is 
not required for tents, tensioned membrance structures, and canopies that meet all of the 
criteria in (b)4ii(l) through (5) below. Tents, tensioned membrane structures, and canopies 
meeting the following criteria shall be subject to the permitting requirements of the 
Uniform Fire Code (N.J.A.c. 5:70-2.7). 

(1) The tent, tensioned membrane structure, or canopy is 140 feet or less in 
any dimension and 16,800 square feet or less in area whether it is one unit or is 
composed ofmultiple units~ 



(2) The tent, tensioned membrane structure, or canopy remains in place or 
will remain in place for fewer than 180 days; 

(3) The tent, tensioned membrane structure, or canopy is used or occupied 
only between April 1 and November 30; 

(4) The tent, tensioned membrane structure, or canopy does not have a 
permanent anchoring system or foundation; and 

(5) The tent, tensioned membrane structure, or canopy does not contain 
platforms or bleachers greater than 11 feet in height. 

iii. A temporary greenhouse, also called a "hoophouse" or "polyhouse," meeting the 
criteria stated in N.lA.C. 5:23-3.2(d), shall not require a permit. 

iv. Regardless ofwhether the tent, tensioned membrane structure, canopy, or 
greenhouse requires a permit, a permit shall be required for any electrical equipment, 
electrical wiring or mechanical equipment that would otherwise require a permit. 

5. Gas utility company shall not be required to obtain a permit or give notice to the 
enforcing agency for replacement of interior gas utility company-owned metering (meter and 
related appurtenances) by exterior gas utility company owned-metering if the work is performed 
by qualified employees of the gas utility company. 

6. A permit shall not be required for a sign that meets all of the following conditions; 
provided, however, that the construction official shall have authority to require the removal of 
any sign that creates an unsafe condition or otherwise to require correction of any such 
condition: 

1. It is supported by uprights or braces in or upon the ground surface; 

11. It is not served by an electrical circuit directly connected to the sign;
 

lll. It is not greater than 25 square feet in surface area (one side); and
 

IV. It is not more than six feet above the ground (mounted height). 

7. Lead abatement work performed on a steel structure or other superstructure or in a 
commercial building. 

8. A permit shall not be required for garden-type utility sheds and similar structures that 
are 100 square feet or less in area, 10 feet or less in height, and accessory to buildings of Group 
R-2, R-3, R-4, or R-5. Such garden-type utility sheds and similar structures are required to 
comply with the requirements at NJ.A.C. 5:23-9.9. 



9. A permit shall not be required for fences six feet or less in height. This exception does 
not apply to barriers surrounding public or private swimming pools. 

10. A construction permit is not required for an outdoor maze, unless it is six feet or 
greater in height or contains any electrical equipment. Outdoor mazes that do not require a 
permit are subject to the permitting requirements ofthe Uniform Fire Code (NJ.A.C. 5:70-2.7). 

I. For the purposes of applying this requirement, an outdoor maze is an attraction 
that lacks a roof and is designed to disorient patrons, reduce vision, present barriers, or 
otherwise impede the flow of traffic and does not consist solely of living rooted plants such as 
com stalks or trees, but includes mazes created from plants that have been cut and attached to an 
object to support them. 


